
Matthews Playhouse of the Performing Arts Main Stage Productions Presents

Thank you to our Show Sponsor: Matthews Playhouse is supported, in part, 
by the Infusion Fund and its generous donors.

Supported in part by:

matthewsplayhouse.com 704-846-8343

January 19th-28th, 2024
Matthews Community Center

C LouiejMEXICAN STREET FOODMEXICAN STREET FOOD

Thank you to our Restaurant Partner:

Proud to Partner with:



https://cantinalouie.com/


MUSIC & LYRICS: Carole King, Gerry Goffin, Barry Mann, Cynthia Weil
BOOK: Douglas McGrath

Matthews Playhouse of the Performing Arts Mainstage Productions Presents

Director
Billy Ensley

Costume Designer
Chelsea Retalic

Stage Manager 
Jessie Hull

Choreographer
Lisa Blanton

Sound Designer/Engineer 
Neifert Enrique

Scenic Designer
Marty Wolff

Musical Director
Ellen Robison

Lighting Designer
JP Woodey

Matthews Playhouse is supported, in part, by the Infusion Fund and its generous donors.

Also sponsored in part by:Beautiful: The Carole King 
Musical Is presented through 

special arrangement with 
 Music Theatre International.

www.mtishows.com

https://www.fftc.org/arts
https://www.matthewsnc.gov/
https://www.mtishows.com/


We
Cater!

Pastas • S�ds • Soups • De�erts

Nothing but Noodles is a proud supporter of

Matthews Playhouse

118 E Charles St.
Matthews, NC

(704) 369-9982 
www.pgmatthews.com

2945 Matthews Weddington Rd. 
Matthews, NC 28104

Phone: (704) 847-4884      www.eatmariospizza.com

Come check 

out our 

Banquet and 

Outdoor 

Dining 

Areas!

The Best 
Italian 

Restaurant 
and Bar in 
Matthews

We can cater & customize any size event! 
On or Off Premises! 

All the best 
flavors, 

right here in 
Matthews.

https://nemosreef.us/
https://pgmatthews.com/
https://nothingbutnoodles.com/
https://eatmariospizza.com/


CAST MEMBERS
Carole King     Lindsey Schroeder
Gerry Goffin     Joe McCourt
Cynthia Weil     Sophie Lanser
Barry Mann     Nick Southwick
Don Kirshner     Ryan Dunn
Drifter      Steve Harper
Drifter      Myles Arnold
Drifter      Roman Lawrence
Lead Drifter     Nehemiah Lawson
Righteous Brother/Nick   Johnny Hohenstein
Genie      Carol Weiner
Betty/Ensemble    Lillian Crowley
Marilyn Wald/Ensemble   Beth Gunther
Shirelle/Janelle Woods   Brianna Mayo
Shirelle/Lucille    Trin Taylor
Shirelle/Shirley    Germôna Sharp
Shirelle/Little Eva    Raven Monroe
Righteous Brother/Neil Sedaka/
Lou Adler/Ensemble    Zach Linick

Learn more about our cast by 
viewing their biographies!
Scan the QR code for more.

https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/post/who-s-who-in-beautiful-the-carole-king-musical-at-matthews-playhouse


Middle School Performing Arts
presents Disney’s Newsies Jr.

9502 Providence Road Charlotte, NC 28277   |  CharlotteLatin.org  |  704.846.7207

Charlotte Latin School is an independent, non-sectarian, 
coeducational, college-preparatory day school for 

students in Kindergarten through Grade 12.

(704) 366-4807
www.tomhendersonphotography.com
tom@tomhendersonphotography.com

www.fai6.com
704-535-8050

1326 MATTHEWS TOWNSHIP PKWY
MATTHEWS, NC 28105
STARORTHONC.COM
704-845-0600

We have over 25 years of caring 
for our patients and caring for 
the community. We are your 

orthodontist in Matthews, NC!

• Personalized Patient Care
• Family Oriented & Friendly
• Gold Invisalign Provider
• Affordable Payment Plans

https://www.charlottelatin.org/
https://www.tomhendersonphotography.com/
https://www.fai6.com/
https://starorthonc.com/


PRODUCTION TEAM
Director     Billy Ensley
Choreographer    Lisa Blanton
Musical Director    Ellen Robison
Scenic Designer    Marty Wolff
Costume Designer    Chelsea Retalic
Lighting Designer    JP Woodey
Props Designer    Lea Harkins
Stage Manager    Jessie Hull 
Assistant/Deck Stage Manager  Amanda Ireland
Scenic Charge Artist    Zack Distel 
Sound Designer/Engineer   Neifert Enrique
Sound Consultant    Dan Mulder
Scenic Shop Staff    Will Elliott
      Elvin Cruz
      Alec Westmoreland
Lead Wardrobe Crew    Hannah Snyder
Hair/Makeup Crew    Bo Mills
Backstage Crew    Jordan Hull, 
      Ellamay Ulman, 
      Will Elliott, 
      Mary Weaver
House Manager    Lakeetha Blakeney
       Marissa Hertzfeld 

Content Advisory
This production contains mature themes and situations, suggestive 

and adult language, and depicts smoking and alcohol consumption. 

Special Thanks To:
Tom Henderson Photography, Theatre Charlotte, Central Piedmont 

Community College, Piedmont Players, Chris & Sally Bateson, Terrah 
Withers McCarty, Beth Killion, Robin Swanson, Carolyn Retalic, Mitchell 

Davis, Wes Harkins, Tim O’Donoghue, Ryan Dunn, Shelby Annas, Steinway 
Piano Gallery, Myers Park High School, Whit Blount, First United Methodist 

Church of Belmont, Susan Hancock, WBTV News, and all our volunteers



SONG LIST
Act 1

Overture
So Far Away      Carole King
Oh! Carol      Neil Sedaka
1650 Medley      Ensemble
It Might As Well Rain Until September  Carole King
Be Bop a Lula
Some Kind of Wonderful    Carole, Gerry, 
       & The Drifters
Happy Days      Cynthia Weid
Almost “Take Good Care”    Carole King
Take Good Care of My Baby    Gerry & Carole
Who Put the Bomp     Barry Mann
Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow?   Carole & Gerry
He’s Sure the Boy I Love     Cynthia & Barry
Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow?   The Shirelles
Up on the Roof     Gerry & 
       The Drifters
On Broadway      The Drifters
The Locomotion     Little Eva &
       Ensemble
You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’   Barry, 
       Righteous Brothers, 
       & Ensemble 
One Fine Day      The Shirelles
One Fine Day Reprise    Carole &
       The Shirelles

(704) 989-6934
www.queenbeeclt.com

Our Services:
Mosquito Treatment, Flea & Tick 

Treatment, Fire Ant Treatment

https://www.queenbeeclt.com/


Act 2
Where You Lead/Entr’acte
Chains       Carole & Ensemble
Walking in the Rain     Barry & Cynthia
Pleasant Valley Sunday    Marilyn, Gerry, 
       & Ensemble
We Gotta Get Out of This Place   Barry Mann
Will You Still Love Me Reprise   Carole King
Uptown      Ensemble
It’s Too Late      Carole & 
       Ensemble
You’ve Got a Friend     Carole, Barry, 
       Cynthia & Donny
Tapestry      Carole King
You Make Me Feel Like a Natural Woman  Carole & 
       Ensemble
Beautiful      Carole & 
       Ensemble
Bows       Full Cast

MUSICIANS
Reed 1       Jack Murray 
       (1st week)
Reed 1       Mark Catoe 
       (2nd week) 
Reed 2       Jeff Tippet
Trumpet      Michael Murphy
Trombone      Keith Johnson
Guitar       Jeremy DeCarlos
Bass       Harly Quinn
Keyboard      Ellen Robison
Percussion      John Hogan 
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ALPHAGRAPHICS 
SOUTH CHARLOTTE & BALLANTYNE
9129 Monroe Road, Suite 160 
Charlotte, NC 28270
704.849.9292
alphagraphicssouthcharlotte.com

@alphagraphicssouthcharlotte

Your one stop 
print shop.

At AlphaGraphics South Charlotte & Ballantyne, we provide 
custom print, signs, and marketing solutions to drive your 

business forward. From business cards to vehicle wraps, and 
everything in between. If you can dream it, we can print it.
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https://www.alphagraphics.com/us-north-carolina-charlotte-us287/marketing/direct-marketing-mail-services/mailing-fulfillment-services?utm_medium=paid&utm_keyword=&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=18406733908&utm_network=x&utm_placement=&utm_source=&utm_prodid=&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzc2tBhA6EiwArv-i6Sm-d3PP-ckavPlfsQdNNEQXL-A0FQwwr_OlF8Mp5x2MixT3HbGx4xoCixYQAvD_BwE
https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/mini-camps
https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/2023-2024-sot-season


How we help the community...
In addition to our scholarship programs, Matthews Playhouse is 

involved with the community in many other ways!

We partner with local non-profits and assist them in their efforts 
to serve the community. Some of these community partners are:

We are BETTER TOGETHER!

We are a local community 
center empowering aging 
adults to connect, enrich 

and enhance their 
well-being, mind body 

and spirit. 

www.levineseniorcenter.org   (704) 846-4654

Matthews Playhouse is proud to partner with

We are the Levine Senior Center!

(704) 703-5381
We provide the right 

solution for the right price!

Bellhop understands that 
moving can be stressful, so we 

want to make it as easy for you 
as possible.

704-307-4417

https://www.levineseniorcenter.org/
https://www.getbellhops.com/
https://bluefrogplumbing.com/north-charlotte/
https://www.wdzdfm.org/


On October 15, 2003, the Playhouse lost one of our most beloved players, Courtney 
Ballard. In 1995 Courtney was cast in Alice in Wonderland, the first play ever 
produced at Matthews Playhouse. She was 11 years old. Since the Playhouse’s inception, 
Courtney was involved in every production. She helped with auditions, worked in the 
box office, built sets, helped with costumes and props, and of course performed on 
stage. Courtney and her family are, in large part, responsible for what we are today.

The Courtney Leigh Ballard Fund is used to assist with classes and summer camps. 
Since the inception of this fund, we have been able to grant scholarships to every child 
in need. This is due to the generosity of our donors. 

The Courtney Leigh Ballard Fund
SCHOLARSHIPS

The magic of live THEATRE can ignite a spark for learning within a young child! 
THEATRE can play a significant role in the continual development of vocabulary, 
reading comprehension and the ability to understand and become effective oral 
communicators. Matthews Playhouse offers “School Show” field trip opportunities 
for children/teens through our SPONSOR-A-STUDENT fund. This program YOUR 
generous donation of ONLY $10 provides funding for students at Title I schools to 
attend a live theatre performance at Matthews Playhouse.

Since we began our Sponsor-A-Student initiative in 2015, thousands of students from 
Title 1 Schools have attended a live theatre performances at Matthews Playhouse. 

Sponsor-A-Student Fund

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!

Matthews Playhouse is a 501(c)3 
tax exempt organization.

Make checks payable to 
Matthews Playhouse & mail to:

Matthews Playhouse
100 E McDowell Street
Matthews, NC 28105

If you would like to contribute to Courtney’s memory or to Sponsor-A-Student, please 
write your check to Matthews Playhouse, and note that it is for the fund of your choosing.

BECOME A MATTHEWS PLAYHOUSE DONOR

I pledge a total gift of $___________, designated as follows:
$________ General Fund (use where needs are greatest)
$________ Courtney Ballard Scholarship Fund (for camps & classes)
$________ Sponsor-A-Student Fund (assists with field trips for Title 1 schools)
My employer will match this personal gift: 

NAME      PHONE

ADDRESS
 

CITY, STATE, ZIP

EMAIL

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR NAME TO APPEAR IN THE PROGRAM:

Scan HERE 
to give 
online:

https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/scholarships
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?donation=mpopa


Thank You Annual Donors
Superstars 
($1000 or more) 
Troy & Sarah Baumgardner
John & Penny Higdon
Christopher & Keenan McGrath
Dick & Eleanor Morris
Julie & Steven Poindexter
Mason & Sarah Pons
Mark Tofano
John & Terry Urban
Prudence Weaver

Leading Players 
($450-$999) 
Missy Banks
Ben & Rosemary Dunn
Lee & Lucinda Myers
Jessica Ward
Anna Wilder

Supporting Players
($150-449)
Gene Baumgardner
Nell Baylor
Beth Brodie
Tara Busbee
Barbara Comin
Henderson & Karen Duke
Kathy Gibson & John Haynes
Ben Furman & Pat Heiss
Jill Henley
Robert Heselbacher
Pat Laskowski
Jeanne Moore

(Supporting Players cont.)
Lynn & Greg Robison
Mark & Stephanie Schmitt
Juanita Trotter
Lisa Ulanow
Abigail Vaca
Lynda & Larry Webster
Hank West

Chorus Members 
($50-$149)
Diane Adams
Stephen Anderson
Shelby Annas
Michelle Armas
Philip Arnone
Paula Baldwin
June Bayless
Victoria Buie-Owens
Angela Byers
Juila Cook
Lara Correll
Carmela Cosh
Ted Dale
Tom & Marie-Michele Darcy
Steven Dula
Amy Dunn
David & Gretchen Gaertner
Linda Grube
Alissa Hammersmith
Susan Harmon
Fred Hollis II
Linda Horky
Susan Johnson

Donations include general operating support and/or scholarship support. We do our best to ensure that 
our donor list is as up-to-date as possible (when we go to print) and that donor names are listed correctly 
in the program. If you feel that your name does not appear correctly in this program, please contact us at: 

contact@matthewsplayhouse.com

Business/Corporate Donors
AlphaGraphics 
McClintock HVAC
Carotek, Inc.
Fabrication Associates, Inc
Farm Bureau Insurance-
Fincher Agency
Garrity & Gossage
HKM Employment Attorneys LLP 
Matthews Animal Clinic

(Chorus Members cont.)
Kristen Laatz
Nicole Milone
Joy Misocky
Patricia Moller
Amanda Mooney
Ksenia Morozova
Lanell Owenby
Robert Payne
Kathleen & Howard Pearre
Eileen Potter
Jennifer Reaves
Glen Richter
Addie Rising
Yady Rivero
Lori Samii
Stephanie Schmitt
Stephanie Schoembs
Roy Schumacher
Michael & Beth Smith
Ben Stallings
Ruth Straley
Marilyn Sullins
Sharon Taubman
Jeremiah Taylor
Roberta Tremain
Sharon Vanella
Jennifer Ware
Dorene Welch
Deborah White
Thomas Wilbor
Louise Woods
Jake & Cara Yara

Matthews Presbyterian Church 
Woman’s Group
Queen Bee Mosquito Control
Star Orthodontics
Bellhop - Charlotte
Blue Frog Plumbing
Zip Sprout
Domtar Paper Company

Matching Gifts
• Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
• Duke Energy 

Foundation
• TIAA 
• Wells Fargo 

Community Support 
Foundation 

• Benevity



Matthews Playhouse of the Performing Arts Board and Staff

Matthews Playhouse is a community based non-profit theatre committed 
to enriching the lives of children, adults, & families by inviting them to 

participate in the world of performing arts & education.

Theatre Staff
Executive Director Sarah Baumgardner
Production Director Cassie Prodan
Technical Director Marty Wolff
Production Assistant Jessie Hull
Marketing Director Amy Pearre-Dunn
Development Director Gretchen Gaertner
Education Director Stefanie Nicholson
Education Coordinator Marisa Becker
Accountant & Box Office Manager Gretchen White
Finance Assistant Raquel Navarro 
Executive Assistant Mikayla Broome

Board Officers
President Alissa Hammersmith
Vice President Lara Correll
Treasurer Lisa Ulanow
Secretary Michelle Armas

Addie Rising
Stephanie Schmitt

Lynda Webster

Ken McCool
Amanda Mooney

Susan Reif

Board Members
Shelby Annas 

Nell Baylor
Penny Higdon
Kristen Laatz

https://www.steinwaycarolina.com/pianos?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzc2tBhA6EiwArv-i6WBqVAR-YskFTt8rWcBtvW4WHIuleQQPNtgtz4wwkd5IBL5QnjQZPhoCIAEQAvD_BwE
https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/youngfrankenstein


https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/around-the-world-in-80-days
https://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/mphsummercamp24


https://www.mcclintockhvac.com/



